
Series: Why Do We Need God? 

Jun 11, 2017 - A Destiny: The Hope of Glory (Romans 8:18-30) 

The Destination: Where are We Going?   

In what areas of life do you appreciate knowing the destination? 

Secular humanism promises limited progress.  Islam offers a 
departure to paradise.  Buddhism offers an escape to nothingness. 
How do these destinies influence life now?  

How does Christianity differ? 

The Path: Is it Worth it? (18-25) 

Paul described the Christian life as a sacrificial, life-long pursuit of a 
prize – knowing and becoming like Jesus (Philippians 3:1-16).  
Do you think it’s worth it?  Paul does (Romans 8:18) 

Romans 8:19-23 – What has happened to creation, what is it 
experiencing now, and what hope does it await? 
How does creation’s experience parallel our own? (Genesis 3) 

Romans 8:24-25 – What does it look like to “hope for what we 
cannot see?” (Hebrews 11)  

Firstfruits: Tasting the Future Harvest 

Romans 8:26-27 – How does the Spirit helps us in our weakness? 

Romans 8:28-30 – What does our destination look like?   
What purpose is God pursuing for us? (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
What greater plan are God’s people part of? (Ephesians 1:5-12) 

Experiencing and Sharing our Hope 

Looking back, can you point to a loving God as your Source?  
Looking at life now, do you find your purpose in following Christ? 
Looking ahead, do you anticipate a glorious destiny with Him? 

Reflect on these truths, during Communion. 
Try Psalm 23 during the week. 
As they sink in, pray for opportunities to share! 



Romans 8:18-30 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now.  

23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 

know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he 
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  

 

 


