
Series: God’s Story: Finding Our Place in His Unfolding Plan 

Jun 25, 2017: Mephibosheth: Building a Dead Dog’s House  

Baggage or Blessing? 

Where and when have you recently encountered a person unloading 
baggage, or overflowing with joy?  Did you find out what was the 
cause? 

Do you pay much attention to your heart?  Do you find ways to open 
it up to God and others, for personal reflection and examination? 
Or do you tend to hide and ignore what is inside? 
Do you see that affecting your behavior, at all? 

Building His Enemy’s House (1-3) 

What baggage had David picked up, in his life?  (1 Sam 17-26) 
What behavior would be expected of a king, in his situation? 

How had David dealt with his past pains?  (Psalm 42, 55, 62) 
How had that affected his behavior as king? (v.1-3) 

The Kindness of God (3-13) 

What did David want to do for God, and what did God promise to 
David? (2 Samuel 7) 

How did this blessing affect the way David treated the house of his 
enemy? (v.3-13) 

Jesus tells us to love our enemies because of how God does things.  
How does God work? (Luke 6:35-36, Matthew 20:1-16, Luke 15)    

Paying it Forward 

What is coming from your heart – baggage or blessings?   
How would it look to share burdens (Galatians 6:2) and blessings 
with one another (Ephesians 4:32-5:2)? 

Jesus fed 5000 from a little boy’s lunch.  If you know you’re blessed, 
where might He be calling you to pass it on? 

  



2 Samuel 9 

1And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, 

that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?” 2 Now there 
was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they 
called him to David. And the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And 
he said, “I am your servant.” 3 And the king said, “Is there not still 
someone of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God 
to him?”  

Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is 
crippled in his feet.” 4 The king said to him, “Where is he?” And 

Ziba said to the king, “He is in the house of Machir the son of 
Ammiel, at Lo-debar.” 5 Then King David sent and brought him 

from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-
debar. 6 And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came 
to David and fell on his face and paid homage. And David said, 
“Mephibosheth!” And he answered, “Behold, I am your 
servant.” 7 And David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will show you 
kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to 
you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table 

always.” 8 And he paid homage and said, “What is your servant, 
that you should show regard for a dead dog such as I?” 

9 Then the king called Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, “All 
that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your 
master's grandson. 10 And you and your sons and your servants 
shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, that your 
master's grandson may have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your 
master's grandson shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba 

had fifteen sons and twenty servants.11 Then Ziba said to the king, 
“According to all that my lord the king commands his servant, so 

will your servant do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David's table, like 

one of the king's sons. 12 And Mephibosheth had a young 
son, whose name was Mica. And all who lived in Ziba's house 
became Mephibosheth's servants. 13 So Mephibosheth lived in 
Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king's table. Now he was lame 
in both his feet. 


