
Series: God’s Story: Finding Our Place in His Unfolding Plan 

Jul 16, 2017: 2 Kings 5:1-14 – The God without Limits   

Limited Belief 

During the Cold War, why did the Soviets blockade East Berlin, and 
then build the Berlin wall?  Did their efforts work?  Why/why not? 

What intellectual walls can people raise against belief in God and 
the Gospel?  What might be some reasons? 

God is at Work Everywhere (1-8) 

From Genesis onward, what has been God’s purpose in using How 
humans, Abraham’s family, Israel, and David’s dynasty of kings? 

In 1-2 Kings, who become the main characters?   
In 2 Kings, how has God specifically been at work through them? 

2 Kings 5:1-8 – What does the king of Syria ask from the king of 
Israel?  What is the political and religious situation at this time? 

Limiting God’s Work (9-14) 

2 Kings 5:9-12 – What instructions does Elisha give to Naaman, and 
what are his objections?  What was he expecting?  What deeper 
reasons might he have? 

5:13-14 – What change needed to occur in Naaman’s attitude?  
Notice the references to little children in v.2-3 & 14 

5:15-19 – Elisha refuses payment – what does this teach Naaman? 

Fools for Christ 

Are there certain ways that you require God to work?   
Do your expectations limit His work in, around, and through you? 

What fears hold you back from being open to anything from Him? 

Communion – believing in a crucified Savior was considered foolish 
and weak to many, 2000 years ago – and it still is today. 

Before coming forward – prayerfully consider your willingness to 
publicly acknowledge your need for Him and your trust in Him. 

 



2 Kings 5:1-14 

1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD  
had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he 
was a leper.2 Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off 
a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of 
Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord 
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of 
his leprosy.” 4 So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so 
spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” 5 And the king of Syria said, 
“Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.”  So he went, 
taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, 
and ten changes of clothing. 6 And he brought the letter to the king 
of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I 
have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his 
leprosy.”7 And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his 
clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man 
sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and 
see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”  8 But when Elisha the 
man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he 
sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him 
come now to me, that he may know that there’s a prophet in Israel 

9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the 
door of Elisha's house. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, 
saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh 
shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman was 
angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would 
surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of 
the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the 
leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be 
clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage.13 But his servants 
came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the 
prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said 
to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and dipped 
himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the 
man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean. 


