
Series: God’s Story: Finding our Place in His Unfolding Plan 

Sep. 3, 2017: Sustaining Renewal: Work & Rest 

How Quickly We Forget 

Reflect on the story of God and His people in the Old Testament that 
we’ve covered over 8 months.  What do you remember?   

How does it connect to your life?  

By the time we reach the last chapter of Nehemiah, how have God’s 
people behaved?  How is this similar with all people before? 

Money and Time (10-18) 

13:10-18 – Nehemiah specifically confronts his people’s neglect of 
tithing and the Sabbath.  What would following these laws look like 
for them at that time? 

In the New Testament, all commands are made in light of and in 
response to what Christ has done.   
What does giving look like for Christians? (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) 
What does Sabbath mean for Christians? (Mark 2:27; Romans 14:4-
6; Hebrews 4:9-10) 

The Treasures of our Heart 

How does Jesus clarify what the commands really mean, and what 
God really wants? (Matthew 6:19-21, 22:37-40) 

How do we spend and invest our money and time?   
What does that say about where our love and hope is? 

Rhythms of True Religion 

Religion is how we organize our lives around our beliefs. 

How we spend our money and time says something about our heart. 

James 1:27 – pure religion is caring for the poor and remaining 
unstained from the world.   
What does this say about how we spend our money and time? 

How are both work and rest necessary in the Christian life? 
Invite God to guide your priorities for this fall. 



Nehemiah 13:10-18 

10 I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been 

given to them, so that the Levites and the singers, who did the 
work, had fled each to his field. 11 So I confronted the officials and 
said, “Why is the house of God forsaken?” And I gathered them 

together and set them in their stations. 12 Then all Judah 
brought the tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the 
storehouses. 13 And I appointed as treasurers over the storehouses 
Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the Levites, 
and as their assistant Hanan the son of Zaccur, son of 
Mattaniah, for they were considered reliable, and their duty was 

to distribute to their brothers. 14 Remember me, O my God, 
concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have 
done for the house of my God and for his service. 

15 In those days I saw in Judah people treading winepresses on the 
Sabbath, and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on 
donkeys, and also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of loads, which 
they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I warned 
them on the day when they sold food. 16 Tyrians also, who lived in 

the city, brought in fish and all kinds of goods and sold them on 
the Sabbath to the people of Judah, in Jerusalem itself! 17 Then I 
confronted the nobles of Judah and said to them, “What is this evil 
thing that you are doing, profaning the Sabbath day? 18 Did not 
your fathers act in this way, and did not our God bring all this 

disaster on us and on this city? Now you are bringing more wrath 
on Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” 

 


