
Matthew 1:18-25 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: 

His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, 

but before they came together, she was found to be 

pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her 

husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 

divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 

their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give 

birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 

means “God with us”). 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the 

Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his 

wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until 

she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Series: God’s Story: Finding our Place in His Unfolding Plan 

Dec. 10, 2017: Love: God Comes Near 

Who is in Control? 

Based on what you’ve seen in our journey through the Bible’s Story, 
what conclusions would you make about God – what is He like? 

The typical philosophical or religious view of God is that He is 
powerful, but distant – have you seen this attitude in life? 
How is the Christian message different?  Think of Christmas… 

Do Not Fear (18-20) 

Matthew 1:16 – what irregularity happens at the end of the story? 
Matthew 1:18 – how is this event explained? 

19 – What were his reasons for his decision to divorce quietly? 

20 – The angel said to not fear – what might Joseph be fearing? 
How does fear affect our lives?  What about fear of the Lord? 

Love Casts out Fear (21-25) 

21 – What does Jesus mean and how is this fulfilled? (Psalm 130) 
22-23 – What does Immanuel mean and how is this true? (Isaiah 9) 
24-25 – What difference do these truths make for Joseph? 

Jesus shows us God’s love – how does this affect us? (1 John 4:18-19) 
Do you believe this?   
Can you agree with these words: (Job 13:15, Habbakuk 3:17-18) 

Love One Another  

How does fear affect your relationships with other people? 
What is required in order for you to reach out in love? 

Communion reflection – the bread and cup, symbolizing Christ’s 
body and blood, remind us of His love for us and presence with us. 

1 Co 11:29 – consider also that He is present with us in His Body, the 

Church, indwelled by His Spirit.  Share His love with one another! 


