
Matthew 5:1-16 

1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside 

and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach 

them. 

He said: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 

    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 

    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 

except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 

the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 

in heaven. 
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When the World is not Enough 

Some things work the opposite way that you’d think. 
Can you think of any examples from your experience? 

What about things that Jesus has said? 

Do you feel a letdown after Christmas? 
Have you ever reached a point of saying “this world is not enough?” 

Neglected Verbs of the Kingdom (1-10) 

Verses 3 & 10 are in present tense, telling us who is in the Kingdom.  
Verses 4-9 are in future tense, more fully describing the attitude and 
behavior of people in the kingdom, and what will come as a result. 

Which blessing stands out to you, most? 

Living for a Lasting Blessing (11-12) 

11-12 – People who are persecuted for Christ can find comfort in 
their similarity to God’s people of the past, & in their future reward. 

In light of this hope in the future, does our present life matter? 
What is the point of earthly things, and earthly actions? 

What does the Bible connect our future hope with this world? 
(Matthew 5:5, 6:10; Revelation 21:1-5, 1 Corinthians 15:58) 

The Light of the World (13-16) 

16 – Jesus does not give a command until this final verse – to 
(passively) let our light shine.  What has He told them that would 

enable them to do this?  How do they become salt & light? 

Spend time this week, slowly reading the Beatitudes,  
listening for how God might be inviting you to trust Him, 
and to live a blessed life in His kingdom, as a light in this world. 

 


