
Matthew 13:44-46 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When 

a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for 

fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away 
and sold everything he had and bought it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Series – Matthew: Following the Teacher 

Mar. 11, 2018 – What to do with Desire (Matthew 13:44-46) 

Stoics and Hedonists 

How does today’s teaching compared to what we’ve seen in 
Matthew 5-7 and 10?  How has the focus shifted? 

What do Stoics do with desire?  What about Epicureans? 
Which philosophy is more similar to how you think? 
How can these extremes look in Christianity? 

The Kingdom is a Hidden Treasure 

What does Jesus mean by “kingdom of heaven?” 
What has He said, so far, in His teachings? 
Does it relate to this life, the afterlife, or both?  How? 

Why is the kingdom “hidden?” 
Who are the people who tend to find it? 

In the parables, what did the people do when they found the 
treasure?  Why? 

A God-Shaped Hole 

Unlike a Stoic, Jesus teaches that God fulfills our desires. 
Unlike an Epicurean, Jesus teaches that God fulfills our desires. 
Our desires don’t need to be denied or indulged, but redirected. 

Psalm 34:8 – “Taste and see that the Lord is good” – can you agree 
with this?  How have you experienced satisfaction in Him? 

This is no Sacrifice 

If you are a follower of Jesus, what did it cost you to take that initial 
step?  What has it costed you along the way? 

If you are considering following Jesus, whether it be a first step or 
your next step on the journey – what is He calling you to do? 
What is the promised reward? 
What is the cost? 
Is it worth it? 


